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 Frederick Buechner says about this passage it that it answers the question, 

“how long will this whole circus” – God’s rescue work – “last.” Paul, Buechner says, 

answers that question here by saying, “why until we all become human beings at 

last.”   God is about raising us up – resurrecting us – from the death we live in when 

we, against our self-interest, buy into the ways of the not so real human world 

around us.  Jesus is the real definition of human. God is about bringing us to life as 

human beings, like Jesus, so we can live our resurrection now.  

 We are rescued from the necessity of having to follow what Eugene Peterson 

calls “cemetery” habits. In our non-resurrected situation, we learn “competitive 

ambition and the accompanying disciplines that bring about its achievement” and 

which not only can be and often are pursued, “without conscience, without love, 

without compassion, without humility, without generosity, without righteousness, 

without holiness.” (Peterson p. 90) All those things that make us truly human are 

missing. 

 And not only that, they become habits. It becomes easier and natural to think 

and act apart from what makes us truly human, against, as one author said, 

against our self-interest. (The Journey with Jesus: Notes to Myself, Daniel B. 

Clendenin, Journey with Jesus Foundation.) But the good news is that God brings 

us through death to a resurrection life where we can be more human, more like 

Christ who shows us that a lot of what makes us human is self-sacrifice. 

 Resurrected people can let love and self-sacrifice become habits instead of 

fear or ambition or self-aggrandizement. Since we have been raised with Christ, we 

are free to develop new habits of thought and action. 

 I’ve been in physical therapy for a while for my knee. The process has shown 

me that I learned a new way of using my left knee, in the attempt to avoid pain. But 

using my ankle to align my leg, and not putting my weight on that knee when going 

up stairs, actually caused more pain and less mobility. I have developed pain in my 

leg because the wrong muscles are doing the job my knee should have been doing! I 

would have been much better off if I’d let my knee be a knee. I’m having to unlearn 

bad habits so my knee can do what it was made to do. 

 We resurrection people are in that same situation. To be fully human, we 

need to break those old habits that keep us living in the cemetery instead of raised 

from the dead lives. God’s rescue work, no less the raising us from death to life, 

works in us to become more human, resurrection people. And it is God’s work, not 

ours, that raises us to life not ours and frees us to pursue life. 

 We have a strong belief in the efficacy of a strong work ethic. We are used to 

hearing, and believing, that you get what you work hard to get. What you have is in 

direct correlation to your work. It is funny in a way because if we look around us, 

that isn’t true. I might go so far as to say it is a myth. 

 There are lots of people in our country, as well as many other countries, 

where people are working harder than I’ve ever worked, and can barely feed their 

families. In one of my devotionals last week a woman talked of walking by a 

recently discovered cemetery where hundreds of slaves were buried. She reflected 



that those people worked harder than she could ever have imagined and how 

humbled she was that their hands built the world she was enjoying today. (Daily 
Guideposts 2020: A Spirit Lifting Devotional) That is still true. There are people in 

our country who aren’t rewarded for their work because of their gender or color or 

other bias. 

  Our trust in this myth makes it hard for us to acquire the passivity we need 

to become true human beings, resurrection people, because, the rescue work of God 

is grace and grace doesn’t require our work. (Eugene Peterson, Practice 
Resurrection)  Although we sing “Amazing Grace” with abandon, we don’t really 

believe there is such a thing as getting something for nothing. Or, as Eugene 

Peterson points out, being passive doesn’t have a good reputation in our culture, but 

all our fight and scrambling usually does little to help us live to the praise of God’s 

glory. (p. 90) 

 But Paul says, “It is by grace you have been saved” “There are no other 

options. It is grace or nothing. There is no “Plan B.’” “The air we breathe and the 

atmosphere we inhabit as believers and followers of Jesus is grace.” (Peterson p.93) 

Grace, what N. T. Wright calls “the sheer, almost unbelievable, magnificent 

kindness of God.” (Paul for Everyone) It’s nothing we can do, except to abandon 

ourselves to God’s grace. That is what faith is, not a work but an abandonment to 

ourselves to God. (Peterson p. 93)  

 When grace is directing and suggesting our habits, we stop thinking that if 

we try hard enough we can be in control. We stop pushing our way and making a 

mess of things and keep our eyes open for ways to extend that grace, even if it 

requires self-sacrifice. The freedom from death in our thoughts and actions can let 

us live the resurrected life every day and be the rescued people God has made us to 

be and rescued us to be. 

 It seems counter intuitive to me that breaking the habits of the cemetery is 

not so much work as abandoning ourselves to the grace, the magnificent kindness of 

God. Being passive! But I have been realizing how destructive it is to try to control 

things – in my life, in the world. So much is out of my control and trying to make 

them more “controllable” on my part drives me crazy and a lot less human, causing 

myself and others a lot more pain than is necessary – like me and my knee. 

 Abandoning ourselves to God’s grace can help see ourselves as God’s work of 

grace who can be graceful to all those around us, and recognize how we can do those 

gracious deeds. That way is a lot less fear, a lot less anger.  That is the way of grace, 

and learning new habits of the world of resurrection. 

 A pastor told of a missionary couple he got to know after their retirement. 

The husband, Alfred, was a doctor and after his death, his wife told her pastor that 

when she married him, she thought she was only marrying a doctor, not a 

missionary. But she learned, while overseas, that being a missionary was her 

husband’s natural response to God’s grace, making him always aware of others and 

not in the least bit concerned about advancement and ambition. Her ambition was 

equally modest: have enough Cool Whip containers to protect their food from the 



bugs, which she thought were as big as rats. Those containers were her one luxury, 

her prize. 

 Then one day her husband came home and told her that on his walk home he 

passed by prisoners being fed by guards. The guards put the food on the ground so 

the prisoners had to eat dirt and rocks with their food. So, he told her, gather up 

your Cool Whip containers. I made a deal with the guards that I would give them 

free medical care if they would let the prisoners eat out of the containers. 

 "My Cool Whip containers!  she said. 'What are you thinking, Alfred? What 

are we going to do? Have bugs in our food?'" She said, "Alfred just looked at me and 

said, 'What are you afraid of?'" "I'm afraid of the Gospel, Alfred." 

 And he said, "So am I, but isn't it wonderful?" (“What's in Your Future?" the 

Rev. Dr. Donovan Drake, Day 1, 2009) 

 That’s the thinking of resurrected person, of a real human. The gospel of 

God’s grace rescuing us is kind of scary because it makes us see people and our 

world, even ourselves, very differently, and even shows us ways we can make a 

difference. It makes us so alive, so human, that we think of ways, like Alfred did, of 

helping out others, with nothing in it for us. 

 N. T Wright says that “Jesus revealed fully what genuine human life was like 

– and it turns out to be deeply self-sacrificial.” Grace rescues us to be genuinely 

human, living resurrected lives, maybe fearful sometimes of just how it will work 

out, but ready to follow the way of God’s grace that has done that work in us. 


